NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

USDA Rural Development, through its utilities programs (Rural Utilities Service), has received an
application for financial assistance from Tuckaseigee Water and Sewer Authority. The proposed
project consists of the upgrade and expansion of the existing wastewafer treatment Plant =1 to
increase the capacity from 1.5 million gallens per day (MGD) to 3.5 MGD. Included in the
upgrade and expansion is the construction a new laboratory/administration building, construction
of Sequencing Batch Reactors, construction of a new head works facility with mechanical
screening and grit removal, replacement of the influent pumps, conversion of the existing
egualization basin to a siudge digester, and installation of a residuals dryer.

As required by the National Environmental Policy Act, the Rural Utilities Service has assessed the
potential environmental effects of the proposed project and has determined that the proposal will
not have z significant effect on the human environment and for which an Envircnmental [mpact
Statement will not be prepared. The basis for this determination is a thorough review and analysis
of the environmenta! information reported in the environmental assessment (as supplemented by
addendum number one) including public and regulatory agencies’ comments regarding the
proposed project. In order to avoid or minimize any adverse environmental impacts, the USDA
Rural Development will require Tuckaseigee Water and Sewer Authority to incorporate the
following mitigation measures into the proposed project’s design.

The potential impacts to important resources will be mitigated as described in Section 4.0 of the
Environmental Assessment such as the use of best management practices, implementation of an
approved sedimentation and erosion control plan and meeting the conditions of all applicable local
and state permitting requirements. Potential impacts to biclogical resources and water quality will
be mitigated through system design and operation to achieve superior treatment of the wastewater,
resulting in ammeoenia and chlorine removal prior to discharge.

Copies of the Environmental Assessment can be reviewed or obtained at the USDA, Rural
Development office located at 84 Coxe Avenue, Suite 1B, Asheville, NC 28801, For further
information, please contact Pamela H. Hysong at 828-254-0916, Ext. 7.

A general location map of the proposal is shown below.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.” To file a complaint of

discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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